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In October of 1993, while reviewing the 1920 Virginia Federal Census, I first
learned that my grandfather was listed under a name I had not known. This was a clue as
to who was his real mother. Shortly after the 1971 death of my grandfather, Floyd C.
(Ted) Carter Sr., my father learned that the lady who he thought was his grandmother was
not, although he never questioned anyone about this.
In the 1910 Virginia Census, Scott County, my grandfather was listed as Clarence
Carter, the son of Thomas Marion and Hannah Gillenwater Carter. His sister was Venus
Carter. Between 1910 and 1920, Marion died and Venus married. In the 1920 census,
my grandfather was listed as Floyd C. Crook, the foster son of Hannah Carter and they
were the only two members of the same 1920 household, a farm near Fort Blackmore in
Scott County Virginia. This was the first indication that my grandfather may have been a
member of a Crook family. Birth Certificates in Virginia were not required until 1912
and he was born July 4, 1904. In 1984, following the death of his stepmother, my father
found a sworn affidavit by Hannah and Venus as to this July 4, 1904 date and a letter
from Venus to my grandfather, written in 1943. These two documents were found
between the mattress and springs of my grandfather’s bed in Birmingham, Alabama.
The sworn affidavit only swore to his birth date and not their relationship and it
said his name was Carter. The letter indicated he became a member of the Carter family
when he was 16 months old.
Since my grandfather always was a Carter, there was never an indication that it
may have been otherwise until shortly after his death.
I took a genealogy course at a local school near Dayton, Ohio in the fall of 1993
and decided to take this as a project. I then enlisted the help of my parents, who live in
Louisville, Kentucky. We quickly learned that each answer produced more questions and
that you never complete your research. As we looked at census information, Courthouse
records, and conducted personal interviews, we learned with nearly 100% certainty that
Dicy Jane Crook was my grandfather’s mother and that his father was a Carter, with
Marion or Marion’s brother being the most likely possibilities.
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We learned that Dicy never married and that she gave birth to another son, James
Lloyd Crook, in 1893 by another man. A birth certificate was never located. This birth
proved to be very important since we eventually met Lloyd’s daughter and have become
friends. She knew of my grandfather and his relationship to her father most of her life
and she has lived in the general area all of her life.
Although we missed interviewing some friends of my grandfather because of ill
health or death, we were surprised to meet the number of 80 and 90 year olds who grew
up with him. Some have passed on since we interviewed them.
We were also very fortunate that this took place in Scott county, Virginia. This is
an area of the country that is rich with proud heritage. People there today can usually tell
you who all owned a piece of property back several generations. They can also tell you a
lot about most of each family.
We have so many people to thank in Scott County, Virginia, Tennessee,
California, Ohio, Idaho, and others.
We have heard many family stories and become acquainted with other closely
related families. Our experience having run the full range of emotions, including murder,
mystery, and intrigue. They also include funny stories, happy times, hard times, and sad
times.
These stories will have to be written another time, because of the time it would
require to write them. When I began this project, my family was my wife, Martha Alvey,
and me. Then in 1994, our first daughter, Gabrielle Suzanne, was born and in 1996,
another daughter, Martha (Mattie) Louise was born.
It is my hope that someone will use this research to continue this never-ending
journey.
It has been a pleasure for me and I hope at least informative to you. My apologies
for all the mistakes.

Douglas Wayne Carter
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I. Sciota R. Crook.
Sciota R. Crook was the sixth of eight children born to David Crook and Nancy
Hutts in June of 1840. Sciota had three brothers and four sisters. The 1850 Federal
Census indicates that all but the first child, born in Franklin County, Virginia, were born
in Grayson County, Virginia. Grayson County is located in southwestern Virginia on the
North Carolina border.
Children of David Crook and Nancy Hutts:
1. Rhoda A. Crook, b. 1826; d. after 1900; m. William P. Samples.
2. Mary Jane Crook, b. 1830
3. Elizabeth C. Crook, b. March 1831; m. (1) George C. Carter, April 1,
1855, (2) Jacob S. Babb, 1881.
4. Mathew E. Crook, b. 1835; m. Catharine Flanery, May 1, 1862.
5. Sally Anthy Crook, b. 1838; m. Noah Boalton, 1855.
6. Sciota R. Crook, b. June 1840; d. March 24, 1916; m. Sina Ibby
Carter, July 5, 1860.
7. Atlantic Ocean Crook (twin), b. 1843; d. after 1910; m. Susan.
8. Pacific Ocean Crook (twin), b. 1843; d. July 24, 1862.
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Sciota and his family moved to Russell County, Virginia before 1850. The
Federal Census that year listed Sciota as being 10 years old. Prior to the 1860 census, the
Crook family moved to Scott County, Virginia, and lived in a rural community called
Spievy Store, also known as Carter’s Ferry. This ferry was used by those living in the
Rye Cove community wishing to travel to the county seat of Winfield (1814), that
became Estillville (1817), and then became Gate City in 1886. Carter’s Ferry was
replaced by a swinging footbridge, which crosses the Clinch River and can still be used
today.
Sciota worked as a farmer as well as a carpenter, as did his father. He met his
wife to be, Sina Ibby Carter, between 1850 and 1860, and they were married July 5,
1860, in Scott County. According to the marriage register, Sina’s uncle, James P. Carter,
Scott County Justice of the Peace and the operator of Carter’s Ferry performed the
marriage ceremony. He was also known as “Squire Jim”.
Sina was listed as Ebby on the marriage register, so it would seem apparent that
Sciota called his wife by her middle name, Ibby. They settled in the Spievy Store area.
They had their first child, Margaret Elizabeth on June 23, 1861.
The US Civil War began in April of 1861, and Scott County was a very divided
section of the country. Only one to two percent of families in Scott County owned
slaves. Just to the south of the county, there were areas in eastern Tennessee that
produced a great many Union soldiers and sympathizers. To the north, Virginia had
divided and a Union state known as West Virginia arose. To the west were only Lee
County, Virginia, and then Kentucky, which was also divided and remained a union state.
Many men joined their own county militia as did Sciota and his older brother
Mathew. These men were willing to fight, to protect their families and property, but
beyond those reasons, most saw little to fight for or against. During the summer of 1862,
a Confederate Army, the 25th Virginia Cavalry, made a strong effort in southwestern
Virginia to enlist as many troops as possible offering $50 to each man who joined. On a
single day, August 16, 1862, 225 men enlisted in the 25th Virginia Cavalry. It was
obvious the $50 enlistment bounty was the primary persuasion, and Sciota and Mathew
enlisted that day.
During the entire Civil War, a total of 1400 men served in the 25th Virginia
Cavalry. Being absent without leave (AWOL) was very common. Sciota was AWOL
and was not present until December of 1862. The birth of his second child, Nancy, on
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September 15, 1862 was likely to have had some influence on this decision to stay home.
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Sciota transferred to the 5th Kentucky Mounted Cavalry on May 27, 1863 and was
reported as deserted on June 18, 1863. He returned to the 25th Virginia Cavalry less than
a year later. Sciota’s third child, John Trigg, was born and died two months later in
1864, during which time Sciota was again AWOL. He was paroled (discharged) on May
1, 1865.
Although the 25th Virginia Cavalry never participated in a major battle, they were
involved in many lesser known battles and skirmishes. Their hardships were just as
great. There was a time when the 25th Virginia Cavalry had less than 100 troops. Often,
great many had no shoes.
Sciota’s brother, Mathew, deserted in September of 1863 and spent most of his
life in Kentucky. His brother, Atlantic Ocean Crook, had joined the 25th in Wise County,
Virginia on September 26, 1862 and was paroled on May 4, 1865. He also lived the
remainder of his life in Kentucky. Another brother of Sciota, Atlantic's twin, Pacific
Ocean Crook, died of diphtheria at Emory and Henry Hospital in Washington County,
Virginia, while serving the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Pacific is buried in
the Confederate Section of the Hospital cemetery. It has not yet been determined what
division Pacific Crook served, but the records indicate he died July 24, 1862, just shortly
before his three brothers enlisted.
After the war, Sciota returned home to a difficult life, as did most southerners.
By 1870, they had two more children, William T., born January 23, 1866, and Sarah
Tipton, born July 26, 1868. Sciota’s daughter, Disa Jane, was born in 1870 and his last
child, James H., was born April 2, 1874.
Between 1861 and 1874, Sciota and Sina had nine children, including two that
were born and died the same day during this 13 year period. The 1880 Federal Census
listed Sina still married in Scott County, but without Sciota. She had 14 year old William
T. and 6 year old James H. living with her. It appeared she and Sciota had separated.
Sciota was not found in all of Scott County in the 1880 Federal Census. His mother and
father, David and Nancy, were still living in Scott County and were 78 years old in that
census. David died in Scott County on August 20, 1885, at age 84 years. Nancy died in
Scott County on November 13, 1885. David and Nancy are both buried just west of Gate
City in Scott County, Virginia.
The next appearance of Sciota in a written document was in the 1900 Scott
County Virginia Census. He is married to a Sarah Cathrine Dillion, 36 years old. They
had been married three years and it was the second marriage for both. They have one
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son, Elisha Fulton Crook, born January 27, 1898. In this census, Sciota said he is 58
years old and was born in North Carolina. On his marriage certificate in 1860, he said he
was born in Ashe County, North Carolina. When he entered the Army in 1862, he said
he was born in Surry County, North Carolina. Both of these counties border Grayson
County, Virginia where his parents say he was born in the 1850 census. Where he was
born is pure speculation since no birth certificate exists. In the 1910 census, Sciota is S.
R. Crook, 68 years old and born in North Carolina. He was still living with Cathrine and
Elisha.
The name, Sciota, was of interest during this search. There is a Scioto River and
County in the state of Ohio. His middle initial R was never completed. Could it be
River? Sciota’s parents had normal names and their first five children had normal names
also, but then Sciota R. Following Sciota, twin brothers were born in 1843 and their
names were Atlantic Ocean and Pacific Ocean. Several women with the name of Siota
have been seen in many of the 1850-1920 Census, but never another Sciota. This is
thought to be an American Indian name for “deer”. Although the state of Virginia never
recorded Sciota’s death, his death certificate was located at the Scott County courthouse
during a 1995 renovation. The County Registrar had failed to sign the certificate and it
was not sent to or accepted by the Virginia State Department of Vital Statistics. Sciota
died in Powell District of Scott County, March 24, 1916. He was buried in an unmarked
grave in Lawson Cemetery in far southwestern Scott County.
Of Sciota’s seven children that lived to adulthood, six married. All seven had
children; three died in Virginia, two in Indiana, one in Ohio, and one in Idaho. His first
child was born in 1861 and his last child was born in 1898. He had at least 38
grandchildren and his descendants are believed to number well over 1000 in 1998.
Children of Sciota R. Crook and Sina Ibby Carter:
1. Margaret E. Crook, b. June 23, 1861; d. January 11, 1899; m. Noah G.
Darnell, March 13, 1878.
2. Nancy L. Crook, b. September 1862; d. September 11, 1921; m.
Houston James Edwards, February 17, 1881.
3. John Trigg Crook, b. November 1864; d. December 19, 1864.
4. William T. Crook, b. January 23, 1866; d. March 1, 1945; m. Marrie
Elizabeth Hammond, February 11, 1885.
5. Sarah Tipton Crook, b. July 26. 1868; d. June 19, 1962; m. Logan
Franklin Starnes, November 24, 1885.
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6. Disa Jane Crook, b. November 6, 1871; d. October 4, 1933.
7. James H. Crook, b. April 2, 1874; d. January 3, 1907; m. Elizabeth
Mary Williams, December 31, 1895.
Child of Sciota R. Crook and Sarah Catherine Dillon:
1. Elisha Fulton Crook, b. January 27, 1898; d. November 27, 1970; m.
Edna Beatrice Chesnut, May 27, 1930.

9

II.

Sina Ibby Carter
Sina Ibby Carter was born in October of 1841 or '42. Her grave marker reads

1842. However, the 1900 Federal Census says her birthday was October 1841. She was
the fifth of nine children born to Henry S. Carter and Dicey Frazier. Henry and Dicey
were first cousins. Dicey was a daughter of Henry's mother's brother. Henry's parents
were John Carter and Sarah (Peggy) Margaret Frazier.

Sina Ibby Carter
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According to the 1850 and 1860 Federal Census, Sina's name was entered as Ibby
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S. On her gravestone her name was engraved as Sina I. Crook. From 1870 through
1920, her name had been listed as Siney, Siny, Syna and Cincy. Regardless of how it
was spelled, it seemed to be pronounced "sigh-nee" and her middle name was "Ebby".
Sina was born in Scott County, Virginia, near Spivey Store, where she met Sciota
Crook, her husband to be. Scott County, established in 1814, is a section of the United
States that is steeped in American history. In the middle and late 1700's, thousands of
early settlers moved through this very hilly and mountainous county through the
Cumberland Gap. Daniel Boone and others opened the Wilderness Road that led to the
western United States. When the United States was fighting England for its
independence, people in the Scott County area were fighting American Indians for their
survival, and there was a series of forts built through this section of southwestern
Virginia. These forts were used by those moving west until the early 1800's, when
fighting ceased.
Those who traveled west had to be tough, brave people, and those who settled in
the Scott County area were perhaps even tougher. Their lives were very difficult for even
those who had bottomland. Most did not. Sina's family was somewhere in between, as
she was raised near the Clinch River at Spievy Store near Carter's Ferry. She had four
brothers and four sisters. Her older brother, James (Cuddy) H. Carter, was a Confederate
soldier at Gettysburg, where he lost a leg. Cuddy fathered 20 children by two wives and
died at age 82. Two younger brothers also served in the Confederate Army during the
Civil War. All three were in the 25th Virginia Cavalry, as was Sciota.
Sina's father, Henry S. Carter, was the Sheriff of Scott County in 1861and '62, and
was the executor of his father's estate in 1829, although he had four older brothers. One
of Henry's older brothers was George C. Carter, who married Sciota's older sister,
Elizabeth C. Crook in 1855.
Sina named all her children after her family members, except one daughter,
Nancy, who was probably named after Sciota's mother, Nancy E. Hutts. At least two of
Sina's daughters were servants as children. Sarah (Sallie) Tipton was a servant in the
household of Hiram K. Starnes in the 1880 census, at age 11. Dicy Jane was also a
servant the same year in the Ira Pendleton household, at age 9. This was another
indication that Sciota was no longer a member of their family in 1880.
An early story about Sina and Sciota was told by one of their greatgranddaughters that Sina learned of some indiscretions her husband had with a local
woman. Sina, less than five feet tall, without hesitation went to this woman's home and
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torched her bed.
Another great-grandchild told about the height of Sina and the fact that she was so
short that someone made a special chair for her. She used this to stand on at times, as
well as sitting.
Sometime between 1885 and 1900, Sina moved into her daughter, Sallie’s, home
on Starnes Bluff near Starnes Bend in Scott County on the Clinch River, after Sallie had
married Logan Franklin Starnes. According to the 1900 Federal Census, Sina was living
in this household along with Logan, Sallie, and their three children. It was in this Census
that Sina said she was divorced. She said she had given birth to nine children and five
were living.
In the 1910 Census, Sina was living in the household of Sallie's daughter, Polly
Ibby, and Polly’s husband, Albert Maywood Owens. Also in the household were 2 of
their eventually ten children, Ona and Kelly. Sina is listed as being a widow in this
census. Whether she thought that she was or not is not known. The records indicate that
Sciota died in 1916.
In 1916, Sina moved to Pike County, Ohio, with Logan and Sallie and three of
their children. Also, Albert, Polly, and their children moved there. Sina lived with
Logan and Sallie and their daughter Clara and her son Garland Owens along with Logan
and Sallie's son Bryan and his wife Allie Lane. Sina's age was listed as 76 years old in
the 1920 census.
Another great-grandchild related how he remembered his great-grandmother Sina
smoked a clay pipe. She would put the ashes from the pipe on a place on her nose, which
had cancer. She thought this had a healing effect.
Sina died in 1921, although the last number is very worn and difficult to read on
her gravestone. Her death certificate has not been located. If 1921 is correct, she lost
another child the same year, Nancy. She had a child die in 1907, so it's possible she had
outlived six of her nine children and their father, Sciota.
Sina's granddaughter, Polly Ibby, was named after Logan Starnes' mother (Mary
"Polly") and Sallie Crook Starnes' mother (Sina Ibby).
Sina was the first of this family to be buried in Givens Chapel Cemetery, located
about five miles west of Beaver, Ohio, in Pike County. There are many other family
members in this cemetery. It seems ironic that just a few miles west of this cemetery,
adjoining Pike County, is Scioto County with the Scioto River flowing through it.
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III.

Margaret E. Crook
Margaret E. Crook, Sciota's and Sina's first child, was born on June 23, 1861, in

Scott County at Spievy Store, where her parents lived and all her siblings were born and
raised. Margaret was named after Sina's oldest sister. Both were first born in their
families.
Margaret married Noah G. Darnell, born March 10, 1859, in Virginia. They were
married March 13, 1878, when she was 17 years old and he was 19. In the 1870 Federal
Census, Margaret was living at home with her parents and three siblings. In the 1880
census, she and Noah had one child, Worley M. Darnell, eight months old. The next
census available to the public was 1900 - the 1890 Federal Census burned and was lost
forever. In 1900, Noah had moved, but still in Scott County with a wife by the name of
Frances and six children, two sons and four daughters, ages two to 16 years old. Noah
also had a stepdaughter, a son-in-law, and a grandson, Worley Babb, who was two years
old.
Margaret was missing in 1900, perhaps had died or divorced and had more
children. Upon further research, her place of burial and gravestone was located in the
Rhoten-Hill Cemetery at Hill Station, Scott County, Virginia. She had died January 11,
1899.
Worley Darnell was no longer in this household in 1900. He was located in the
1900 Vigo County, Indiana, Census. There were several Virginia families there by the
names of Edwards and Darnell. Vigo County was a coal mining area and many people in
Scott County had experience in mining, railroads, and farming. Blasting tunnels for
railroads to transport coal was common in the mid- and late 1800's and early 1900's.
Even today in 1996, many of the train cars traveling from Scott County are carrying coal.
Somewhat confusing is that Noah's daughter, Lydia, living with him in 1900 is 23
years old, married to Melvin Babb and they have a two-year-old son, Worley. Lydia or
Lyda or Lyddia was shown to have been born in January 1877, but did not appear in the
1880 census.
Noah and Margaret had a total of ten children. Several of these children appeared
to be named after Margaret's family. Margaret named a son James Sciota Darnell after
her father, a daughter Dicey V. Darnell after her sister and her grandmother, and another
daughter, Sina Darnell, after her mother. Not only did Margaret and Noah have a large
family, but also so did most of their children. To date, Noah and Margaret have more
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than 200 descendants.
In the 1910 Federal Census, two children were still at home. They were Sina E.,
13 years old, and James S., 24 years old. In this census, Noah is married to an Elisa J.
and they were still married in the 1920 census.
Noah died on May 15, 1958 at the age of 99 years old. He had outlived Margaret
by nearly 60 years. Margaret was the first adult child lost to Sina and Sciota.
Children of Margaret E. Crook and Noah Darnell:
1. Lyddia Darnell, b. January 1877; d. 1918; m. Melvin Babb, May 15,
1878.
2. Worley M. Darnell, b. February 12, 1879; m. (1) Myrtle King, (2)
Nellie Crawford.
3. Laura J. Darnell, b. about 1882; d. 1882.
4. Cansby E. Darnell, b. August 1883; d. January 1939; m. Benjamin
Babb, February 26, 1904.
5. Henry Trigg Darnell, b. February 4, 1885; d. January 23, 1966; m.
Dora Ellen Lane, April 15, 1904.
6. James Sciota Darnell, b. October 4, 1886; d. November 15, 1928; m.
Annette Baldwin, January 1, 1916.
7. Dicey Victoria Darnell, b. January 10, 1887; d. December 14, 1976;
m. Henry Pressley.
8. William McKinley Darnell, b. September 1888; d. May 13, 1977; m.
Sadoe Nicosan, November 23, 1910.
9. Bertha Darnell, b. May 5, 1890; d. October 22, 1975; m. Charles B.
Rhoton, December 16, 1911.
10. Sina Darnell, b. July 1897; m. Kenneth Thompson.
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IV.

Nancy L. Crook
Nancy L. Crook, the second child of Sciota and Sina, was born September 15,

1862, in Scott County, Virginia, and just one month after Sciota had enlisted in the
Confederate Army, but apparently had not yet reported for duty.
Nancy was first found in the 1870 Federal Census as a seven-year-old child living
with her family, as expected, with one sister and one brother. It was the 1880 census in
which she was difficult to locate. While looking in the 1880 census index for Sciota,
who was not to be found, there was a Liney Crook, four years old in the Scott County
Census Index and she was the head of the household. This led to the census itself and the
name was Siney or Sincy Crook and she was forty years old. The census is an actual
copy of printed forms that the census taker used for recording in their own penmanship.
Therefore, poor handwriting skills have led to numerous errors.
Just two dwellings away from Sina lived Nancy L. Crook, 17 years old, in the
household of Houston E. Darnel, 34 years old and his wife, Sallie, 31 years old. Also
living in this household was Nancy's husband-to-be, Houston J. Edwards, 18 years old
and born in Virginia. Nancy's relationship to the head of the house, Darnel, was simply
"at home". Beside the Edwards name it said "son", but had been scratched out. The
name Edwards had been written over and is almost unreadable. Nancy L. Crook and
Houston J. Edwards married in Scott County on February 17, 1881.
In the 1900 census, James Edwards is 38 years old and Nancy L. is 37 years old
with three children, ages 16, 13 and 10 years old. In 1910, the census reads Houston
Edwards, 48 years old, with Nancy, 48 years old and Sallie, their daughter, 26 years old.
Houston and Nancy had a total of five children. Nancy died September 11, 1921
in Scott County and is buried next to her sister, Margaret, in the Rhoton Cemetery at Hill
Station, Virginia. Houston James Edwards died November 6, 1949, and is buried next to
Nancy. Both of them have grave markers.
Children of Nancy L. Crook and Houston James Edwards:
1. Sarah Edwards, b. August 1883.
2. James Floyd Edwards, b. May 1887; d. February 1962, m. Amanda L.
Baker, November 27, 1910.
3. Annie L. Edwards, b. April 1890; d. 1975; m. William M. Carter.
4. Lummie D. Edwards; m. W. F. Templeton, 1898.
5. Ebbie Edwards; m. Monroe Carter, 1927.
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V.

John Trigg Crook
In November of 1864, Sciota and Sina had their first born son, John Trigg Crook.

John appeared to have been named after one of Sina's younger brothers, John Trigg
Carter, who served as a Confederate soldier during the Civil War. John Trigg Crook died
in December of 1864 and was one of three of their children not living to adulthood.
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VI.

William Tipton Crook
William (Billy) Tipton Crook was born January 23, 1866 in Scott County. He

was Sciota's and Sina's third child. He was perhaps named after the husband of Sina's
older sister, Sarah, who married William Tipton in 1855.
Billy, as he was called, married Marie (Betty) Elizabeth Hammond, February 11,
1885. Betty was born in Scott County July 8, 1868. It was said that Billy visited Sciota
in Georgia about the time of his marriage in 1885.

Billy and Betty Crook
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Billy was a farmer. Also, he was a veterinarian, according to a greatgranddaughter. He must have had some positive feelings about his father, Sciota, since
he named his first born son James Sciota Crook. James or Jim, as he was known, added
an "e" to his last name making it "Crooke". This name change was fairly common after
1900 by several descendants.
Billy and Betty's first child was Sally, born in May of 1886 and their 11th child,
Mary Lovely, was born in 1912. Their daughters Donnie Dell and Mary Lovely are alive
at the time of this writing in 1997, and they are the only two of Sciota and Sina's 37
grandchildren that are alive today.
Billy named a daughter Sina, after his mother, and a son Logan after his sister
Sallie's husband, Logan F. Starnes. Logan F. Crook married Neva Lane and Logan F.
Starnes’ son, Bryan, married Neva's sister, Allie Lane. These families produced children
that are double first cousins and are alive and in contact with each other today.
There are about 200 recorded descendants of William Tipton and Marie
Hammond Crook and there are some yet to be counted. William married Eliza B. Peters
in 1933 after the death of Marie.
William T. Crook died in 1945 and is buried in Scott County. His wife Marie
died May 16, 1926 and is buried next to Billy.
Children of William T. Crook and Marrie Elizabeth Hammond:
1. Sally Crook, b. May 31, 1886; m. Walker E. Alley, August 6, 1909.
2. Norma Lee Crook, b. March 27, 1888; m. William C. R. Alley, March
7, 1908.
3. James Sciota Crook, b. July 6, 1889; d. January 18, 1977; m. Amanda
Benton, October 9, 1909.
4. Bertha G. Crook, b. March 23, 1893; d. 1979; m. Charlie M.
Hammonds.
5. Clalie C. Crook, b. July 4, 1895; d. December 24, 1992; m. Harry St.
Clair.
6. Logan Franklin Crook, b. June 16, 1899; d. January 22, 1988; m.
Geneva Pearl Lane.
7. Sina Victoria Crook, b. July 27, 1902; d. 1954; m. (1) Eddie Bishop,
April 20, 1921, (2) William Jasper Kendrick, April 28, 1928.
8. Effie May Crook, b. January 27, 1905; d. 1942; m. Donald Russell.
9. Glen A. Crook, b. December 19, 1907; d. February 12, 1975; m
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Auneca D. Frazier.
10. Donnie Dell Crook, b. January 18, 1910; m. Will Dishner, June 28,
1927.
11. Mary Lovely Crook, b. November 6, 1912; m. Jamie Alley.
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VII.

Sarah Tipton Crook
Sarah "Sallie" Tipton Crook was the fourth child of Sciota and Sina that lived to

adulthood. She was born July 26, 1868 and was believed to have been named after Sina's
sister, Sarah Carter, who married a Tipton in 1855. In the 1880 Federal Census, Sallie
was living in the household of Hiram K. Starnes and his family where Sallie was listed as
an 11-year-old servant. On November 24, 1885, Sarah married a nephew of Hiram,
Logan Franklin Starnes. Logan was born in Scott County, Virginia, on January 6, 1866.
Logan was about 6'4" in height and Sarah about five feet or less.

Logan and Sallie Starnes
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Logan's father, William "Billy" W. Starnes, produced brandy and sold it to the US
Government. It is said that William gave land to each of his children in the Hill Station
Virginia area of Starnes Bend. Logan built a cabin on Starnes Bluff at the time of his
marriage, and the cabin is still standing today in 1998. By all appearances, it has not
been lived in for a great number of years, perhaps as many as 80 years. It was in this
cabin that Sallie and Logan raised their family of three daughters and one son.

Starnes Cabin in Scott County, Virginia (Picture taken in 1997)
In the 1900 census, Sallie, Logan, three of their children, Polly (11 years old),
Clara (9 years old), and Bryan (2 years old), and Sallie's mother, Sina, were living
together in the cabin. The cabin had a full loft for sleeping. The ground floor had a
partition that divided the front part in half. The interior was painted with buttermilk paint
and newspaper was used to insulate the ceiling. Attached to the back was a small kitchen
with a covered back porch. The porch overlooked the Clinch River, 50 to 75 feet above
the river on a bluff known as Starnes Bluff. They rigged up a bucket, rope, and pulley to
hoist water from a spring to the cabin. From the bridge, crossing the river at Hill Station,
to Sallie and Logan's cabin is two miles by road.
In 1900, Logan's mother lived with his brother near Logan and Sallie. A
professional photographer took the previous picture in front of Logan and Sallie’s cabin
in 1901 from Alley Valley in Scott County.

22

Sallie's youngest daughter, Nannie, was born just two years later in 1903. Polly
married Albert Maywood Owens in 1905. In the 1910 census, Polly and Albert Owens
had two children; and Sina was living in their household.
In 1909, Clara, Sallie's second child, had married Lemuel G. Owens, a first cousin
of Albert Maywood Owens. They had one child, Garland, born in January 1910. In
April of 1910, Lemuel was shot and killed and his body was thrown from the top of a
railroad tunnel or bridge at Hill Station. Clara and Garland were in Sallie's home in the
1910 census.
By 1915, Bryan had married Allie Lane and she was also living in Logan and
Sallie's home. During some of these 30 years in this cabin, the Starnes family also took
in boarders as well as Sallie's younger sister, Dicy Jane Crook, from time to time.

1901 Starnes Bluff - Logan & Sallie Crook Starnes with Children, Polly, Bryan, & Clara.
At far left - Logan’s Mother Polly, At far right - Sallie’s Mother Sina
23

By 1916, Logan and Sallie had decided to move to Ohio. Lemuel Owens' death
by what seemed to be a growing violence problem and poor hilly and rocky land to farm,
contributed to this decision. They had friends who worked for the railroad in Piketon,
Pike County, Ohio, who encouraged their move.

Logan and Sallie, all their children,

their spouses, and their grandchildren all moved by train. Logan and Albert rode in a
cattle car with their cattle and farm equipment, and the others rode in the passenger car.
It was about this time in the history of railroads that railroading was at its peak with more
trains moving over more tracks than ever. Automobiles and trucks began to take over
during this era. Apparently their dog did not care for Ohio, as he is said to have walked
back home to the family cabin in Scott County, weary and with bloody feet.
Along with this family was Sina, so that in the 1920 census in Pike County, Ohio
was listed:
Logan Starnes

-

head of house

Sallie

-

wife

Clara Starnes

-

daughter

Garland Owens

-

grandson (Son of Clara)

Bryan Starnes

-

son

Allie

"

-

daughter-in-law

Sina Crook

-

mother-in-law

"

Albert and Polly and their six children lived nearby in their own home.
In the late 1920's, part of the family (Bryan, Allie, Clara, Garland, and Dicy)
moved to Indiana near Mt. Carmel. They were tenant farmers and they made a lot of
money for the owners. They returned to Pike County in the middle 1930's.
Logan died July 8, 1942. Their home burned in 1946 and Sallie died June 19,
1962 at the age of 92. They are buried in Givens Chapel Cemetery in Pike County, Ohio
near Sina Ibby Crook, Sallie's mother.
The descendants of Albert Maywood and Polly Ibbie Starnes Owens meet
annually in Ashville, Ohio, on the Sunday after Mother's Day. Four of their ten children
are alive today in 1996.
Logan and Sallie have more than 200 descendants.
Children of Sallie Tipton Crook and Logan Franklin Starnes:
1. Polly Ibby Starnes, b. July 19, 1888; d. November 11, 1963; m.
Albert Maywood Owens, November 28, 1905.
2. Clara A. Starnes, b. November 8, 1890; d. September 2, 1974; m. (1)
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Lemuel Garland Owens, February 4, 1909, (2) James William
Cowden, after 1910, (3).Louis Berry, after 1915
3. William Bryan Starnes, b. November 5, 1897; d. September 7, 1960;
m. Allie M. Lane, May 26, 1915.
4. Nannie Ellen Starnes, b. January 6, 1903; d. September 1971; m.
Ervin Smith.
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VIII.

Disa Jane Crook
Disa Jane Crook, the fifth child of Sciota and Sina that lived to adulthood, was

born March 10, 1870, although her death certificate says November 6, 1870. Her name
on her death certificate and her gravestone is spelled "Dicy" like the pronunciation. The
descendants living today knew her as Aunt "Dice". She was named after Sina's mother,
Dicey Frazier Carter - yet another way of spelling it.

Dicy Crook
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Nannie Starnes, Sallie Starnes, Dicy Crook
The 1880 Federal Census lists Dicy as Disa Crook, 9 year old, a servant living in
the household of Ira Pendleton, 23 years old, and his wife and a one-year-old child. Dicy
listed her father, Sciota, as being from North Carolina. Exactly when Dicy began
working in other peoples home is not known, but it appeared that she worked for many
families her entire life.
In 1890, she worked in George Johnson's home, near Fort Blackmore, Virginia.
She helped this family for a short time when Mrs. Johnson gave birth to a child. A story
told by a Johnson descendant was that when Dicy finished her job and was moving on,
Mrs. Johnson gave Dicy a folded handkerchief with 3 quarters. Dicy placed the gift in
her apron pocket, jingled it, and said this was the most money she had ever had. She was
19 years old.
On August 6, 1893, Dicy gave birth to James Lloyd Crook, her first child. He
was called Lloyd. When Lloyd was just over a year old, it was said Dicy took him to the
George and Eliza Salling household. Dicy said their son was the father of Lloyd and if
they did not take him, she would throw him in the river.
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James Lloyd Crook
Having since learned something of the nature of Dicy, her threat was just that - a
threat. For whatever reason, the Sallings took Lloyd and he was still living in their
household in the 1920 census. The 1900 and 1910 census listed Lloyd as James L.
Salling. However, in the 1920 census, he was Lloyd Crook and was a traveling barber.
His name remained Lloyd Crook the rest of his life, and he owned a barbershop in Fort
Blackmore, Virginia. He died in Wise County, Virginia, on April 14, 1985.
In the 1900 census, Dicy was a servant in the Peter Carter household in Scott
County. Peter died in 1902 and his wife, Phoebe Cox Carter, died in 1919.
On July 4, 1904, Dicy gave birth to her second child, Floyd Clarence Carter.
When Floyd was sixteen months old, Dicy took him to the Thomas Marion Carter
household. In the 1910 census, her son was listed as Clarence, the son of Thomas Marion
Carter. Living in the same house was Marion's wife and daughter. In November of 1916,
Thomas Marion died.
The 1920 census listed Dicy's son as Floyd C. Crook and living in the same home,
but he was now listed as the foster child of Marion's widow. It was quite likely that
Floyd never knew this. Virginia did not require birth records until June of 1912, so it
was impossible to find records to determine the father or fathers of Lloyd and Floyd.
Only by talking to friends of these boys many years later does it appear beyond a
reasonable doubt that they were half-brothers.
Floyd retained the Carter name the rest of his life. He died July 3, 1971 in
Birmingham, Alabama. He never told his descendants about Dicy. It has been said that
she wrote him a letter explaining she was his mother. He simply wrote back and said she
was not his mother. What he really believed is not known. He never knowingly accepted
Lloyd as his brother nor ever mentioned him or Dicy to his descendants.
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Floyd Clarence Carter
In the 1910 census, Dicy was found working as a servant in the J. Floyd
Richmond home in Scott County, Virginia. He was the County Clerk. His wife was
Mary, sister of Marion Carter, and they were both children of Peter and Phoebe Cox
Carter, who Dicy worked for in 1900
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According to a grandson of William T. Crook, Dicy's brother, he knew Dicy and
she operated a boarding house for loggers in Yuma, Virginia during World War I.
In the 1920 census, Dicy was not found. Apparently, just after World War I, Dicy
moved to Pike County, Ohio, and lived with various family members in Pike County.
She also worked in various homes in the area. She moved to Mount Carmel, Indiana,
with Bryan and Allie Lane Starnes and their two daughters.
Several of Dicy's relatives who remembered her said she did beautiful needlepoint
and handwork of that nature. Dicy's trunk held much of her handiwork. A granddaughter
of Clara Owens has a baby dress Dicy had made for her father about 1900 and one that
Dicy had made for her about 1932.
Several friends and relatives of Dicy in Indiana and Ohio never knew she had two
sons. Dicy has over 150 descendants today in 1996. She died October 4, 1933, near
Brookville, Indiana. She was living with Bryan Starnes and his family. Dicy Crook was
buried in Givens Chapel Cemetery in Pike County, Ohio, next to her mother, Sina Carter
Crook.
It was 1994 before any of the descendants of Dicy's two sons met one another.
Some of Lloyd's descendants knew of the existence of "Ted", Floyd's nickname, but Ted's
son did not know of Lloyd or Dicy's existence until 1994.
Child of Disa Jane Crook and George W. Salling, Jr:
1. James Lloyd Crook, b. August 6, 1893; d. April 14, 1985; m. Martha
Ruth Stewart, March 28, 1928.
Child of Disa Jane Crook and Thomas Marion Carter:
1. Floyd Clarence Carter, b. July 4, 1904; d. July 3, 1971; m. (1)
Margaret Elizabeth Sizemore, June 29, 1925, (2) Alice Beatrice Wells,
1940.

30

IX.

James H. Crook
James H. Crook, the last child of Sciota and Sina Carter Crook, was born April 2,

1874. He was named after Sina's brother, James H. Carter. In the 1880 census, James
was six years old, living with his mother, Sina, and his 14-year-old brother, William T.
Crook.
James married Mary Elizabeth (Lizzie) Williams in Scott County on December
31, 1895. They had children; Dora, born in September 1896, and Walker Dewey, born in
August 1898. It is believed that in 1899, James and his family moved to Fontanet, Vigo
County, Indiana. This is a small coal mining community near the city of Terre Haute. In
the 1900 Federal Census, it stated that James had been out of work for six months during
the previous year. A great deal of effort was necessary in locating this family in 1900,
since he was the first child of Sciota and Sina to leave Scott County.

James and Lizzie Crook taken on their wedding day - December 31, 1895
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During the next six years, James and Lizzie had four more children with one who
died at birth in 1902. William Bryan was born August 1900, Worley Filmore in
September 1904, and Sina Larue on December 13, 1906. Sina Larue was named after
both her parent's mothers. Just three weeks after Sina's birth, James H. was seriously hurt
and died in St. Anthoney's Hospital in Terre Haute Indiana on January 3, 1907.
James’ son, Worley Filmore made an account of his death, on March 12, 1994.
Worley was found still living at home with his wife, Gladys Irene Jonas in Kingsport,
Tennessee. Worley was 89 years old and Gladys was 85. Worley's memory was
beginning to fail him, but he said his father was working at the mining company
commissary and several men got him drunk, took him outside the bar and hit him in the
head with a pick axe handle and threw him just next to the railroad track with his head
between the cross-ties. Worley believed that a switcher-engine came by and his father
raised up and a lower part of the engine hit his head. James was still alive when he was
found, but died a few hours later in the hospital.
The account of this accident was found in two Terre Haute newspapers, but failed
to list the survivors, nor his place of burial. His death certificate did not give any
additional information. His place of burial has not been located after searching in both
Indiana and Scott County records.
The loss of James H. had to be devastating for Lizzie, as well as other family
members, including Sina. After James' death, Lizzie returned to Scott County to live
with her parents, Martin and Larue Williams. Lizzie married Ben Hart in Scott County in
1909 and the entire family was together there in the 1920 census.
Worley had a portrait of his parents taken on their wedding day. Lizzie had a
brother by the name of Grover Cleveland Williams, who was a photographer and
probably took the photograph.
Children of James H. Crook and Elizabeth Mary Williams:
1. Dora A. Crook, b. September 1896; m. Will Sims, October 30, 1920.
2. Walker Dewey Crook, b. August 1898, d. about 1981.
3. William Bryan Crook, b. August 1900, d. about 1979.
4. Nannie Belle Crook
5. Worley Filmore Crook, b. September 27, 1904; d. 1995; m. Gladys
Irene Jonas, October 17, 1928.
6. Sina Larue Crook, b. December 13, 1906; d. January 1994.
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X.

Martha Robinson
“Martha married Sciota Crook and had one daughter.”
The previous sentence in quotations was taken from the family tree of James W.

Robinson as he related it to an unknown person. Mr. Robinson starts with his greatgrandfather, John O. Robinson, whose birth date was unknown, but his birthplace was
Ireland. He and his unnamed wife, from Scotland, arrived in the United States about
1820, with two sons, Mark and James Samuel, who settled in Saltville, Washington
County, Virginia.
James Robinson then follows the line of James Samuel, who married Elizabeth
Troxel and reared eight children. One of the eight was James W. Robinson’s father,
Oscar and another was one of Oscar’s sister’s “Martha”.
He continues on by explaining whom each of the eight children married and how
many children they had and followed his father, Oscar and his wife, Martha Benton, and
their nine children, which included James W. Robinson. He then gives the names of
whom each of Oscar’s children married.
James W. concludes the tree of Robinson, but picks up on his mother’s side of the
family and his wife’s family. Had he not spoken of his Aunt “Martha” and Sciota Crook,
nothing of this tree would have been of interest to this writer.
No dates of birth were mentioned in the Robinson tree and only one date of death
and that was of Martha’s father, James Samuel Robinson. It stated that he was killed in
1865 and robbed of $1,750.00. It went on to say that his wife, Elizabeth Troxel
Robinson, then moved to Scott County, Virginia, to the Fortune Farm, then known as
Neel Place, located between the communities of Speers Ferry and Clichport.
Eula Mae McNutt of Gate City, Virginia, who was also the holder of the Robinson tree,
revealed the following information. Eula Mae said that Elizabeth Troxel Robinson
married second James Barnett Jr.
The U.S. Census of 1870 revealed that Elizabeth was married to James Barnett,
68 years old, a farmer, and living in Powell district of Scott County near Clinchport.
Elizabeth was 45 years old, with Martha being the oldest child at home and was 17 years
old. Martha had two younger brothers at home.
Oscar, Martha’s older brother, was 27 years old in 1870 and was living nearby in
the Benton household with his wife, Martha J., and son, James W., one year old, who was
the author of the Robinson family tree.
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In the 1880 census, Martha’s mother, Elizabeth, was at home and was 60 years
old, fifteen years older than in the 1870 census. The census taker said she was “in bed” ill one would assume. Her husband, James Barnett, was 79 years old in 1880.
Elizabeth’s son, Peter, 15 in 1870, was only 22 years old in 1880 and still at home. This
completed that household.
No record of Martha Robinson has been found since; nor of a daughter by her and
Sciota Crook. Sciota has not been located in the 1880 census, neither in Virginia or any
surrounding state. Could they have been together in 1880?
Martha and Sciota lived less than 5 miles apart after she moved from Washington
County. Sciota and Sina’s last child, their ninth, was James H. Crook, born in 1874, and
they were still in their early thirties. Add to this, what Sciota did and where is not known
from about 1875 to 1895, when he met Cathrine Dillon Darnell in Powell District of
Scott County. The 1900 census said that this marriage between Sciota and Cathrine in
1897 was the second for both of them. Perhaps so - perhaps not.
It is apparent the James W. Robinson tree is most likely correct. Whether or not
they married is a question that may never be answered. Were there more descendants
from their daughter?
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XI.

Sarah Cathrine Dillon
Sarah Cathrine Dillon (also spelled Dillion), the second wife of Sciota Crook, was

born in Scott County on December 27, 1863. Her father, Elisha Fulton Dillon, was born
in Virginia in February 1842. Her mother was Louise Tyree, born about 1846 in

Virginia.

According to Scott County records, Sarah, who was called Cathrine, married
Raleigh H. Darnell Jr., a neighbor, on April 3, 1884. Both were about 20 years old.
County records indicate they had a son, Edward, born February 1, 1885.
The next record found concerning Cathrine was the 1900 Scott County Federal
Census and she was the wife of Sciota R. Crook. They had one son, Elisha Fulton Crook,
two years old. The census also stated that Cathrine had given birth to five children in her
life and that four were living. Also, Cathrine and Sciota had been married three years
and this was the second marriage for each of them.
No divorce record of Raleigh and Cathrine or a marriage record of Sciota and
Cathrine has been found. It was common for people in that part of Scott County to cross
the Clinch River into Hancock County, Tennessee, to get married by a Tennessee Justice
of the Peace, who lived on the state border. Marriages were said to cost only two dollars
and could be done quickly. The Hancock County courthouse burned in 1930 and all its
records were lost.
It was said that Raleigh H. Darnell, Jr., shot and killed two men in self-defense
and had to flee Tennessee. He left Cathrine and took his children with him to Texas.
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Raleigh remarried in about 1897 in Texas to a Maggie and had two daughters by his
second wife.
Sciota and Cathrine lived in Powell District of Scott County. In the 1910 census,
they, with Elish, still lived in the same location. They owned about 48 acres of land,
which at one time was Tyree land.
Cathrine's death certificate was found in the Scott County courthouse the day after
finding Sciota's in the summer of 1995. It was a surprise to find that, although she was
23 years younger than Sciota, he outlived her by two years. Cathrine died June 22, 1914,
and her place of burial is not known. It is quite possible that she is buried next to Sciota
in the Lawson Cemetary, since there are many unmarked graves there. Her half-sister,
Lina Dillon, of Fairview, Powell District, Virginia, was the informant on the death
certificate. Sciota may have been ill at the time of her death.
It is ironic that Cathrine's father, Elisha F. Dillon, enlisted in the 25th Virginia
Cavalry the same day as Sciota. He was two years younger than Sciota, his future son-inlaw.
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XII.

Elisha Fulton Crook
Elisha Fulton Crook, the only child of Sciota R. and Cathrine Dillon (Dillion),

was born on January 27, 1898, in Scott County, Virginia. Elisha was Sciota's 10th and
last child as far as records indicate. Elisha was named after his mother's father. Elish, as
he was called, was 18 years old when his father died in 1916 and may have already been
in the U. S. Navy, in which he served on the USS Kearsarge during World War I.
The informant on Sciota's death certificate was the undertaker in Clinchport,
Virginia, and not Elish.
Elish sold 12 acres of his parent’s land in 1919 and moved to Idaho to herd sheep.
According to the 1920 census, he was living alone near Boise. It was not unusual for a
person from Scott County to be in Idaho and herding sheep as others have been recorded,
one being a Mack Lawson in 1910. Mack died in Scott County and is buried in a Lawson
family cemetery close to where the Crook family lived in Powell District of Scott
County.
The next record of Elish was his marriage to Edna Chesnut, May 27, 1930. They
had one child Donald Fulton Crook, who died in 1991.
Elish died November 27, 1970 in Weiser, Idaho (near Boise) leaving behind his
wife, one son and four grandchildren. His death certificate stated that he had been
employed by the Union Pacific Railroad.
Child of Elisha Fulton Crook and Edna Beatrice Chesnut:
1. Donald Fulton Crook, b. ; d. 1991; m. Gerrie, m. 1951.

37

Elisha, Don, and Edna Crook taken June 1941

Elisha Fulton Crook taken around 1917 during WWI
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Appendix - Descendants of Sciota R. Crook Family Tree
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